
The Way Ahead 
for Meadowbank 
At this point in time we have only 14 months before 
our time of Transition Ministry comes to an end.        
This will tie in with when I retire in January 2022                   
at the young age of 66. The big  question for us all is 
what will  happen next to our congregation at              
Meadowbank. The other congregations in this part                    
of Edinburgh are facing the same situation with         
Willowbrae also coming to the end of Transition  
Ministry and Greenside soon to come to and end of a                                 
Guardianship arrangement. It is clear that none of 
these churches can support a minister on their own. 
 

The good news is that Presbytery are now getting           
a bit more involved and, even with the current             
restrictions, we are having various meetings by Zoom 
with neighbouring congregations and Presbytery. 
This is picking up momentum from the various             
conversations we have had over the past few years. 
 

Meadowbank Kirk Session is clear that there should 
be a clear route-map over the next 12 months so 
that we don’t come to a cliff edge or into a lengthy 
diversion. We will try to keep you as fully informed 
as possible and I am happy to chat with anyone 
about hopes and fears for the future. 
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Your prayers                         
at this time are even 

more important 

Sunday 15th November 11am                            
MORNING SERVICE 

There are only 24 places in the church each 

Sunday so you MUST text/phone/email Russell 

if you want to attend.                                            

It has been really good to be able to meet togeth-
er — even with facemasks and keeping 2 meter 

distance and even though we are not able to sing! 

https://www.facebook.com/meadowbankchurch/
http://meadowbank.church/
https://twitter.com/MeadowbankCoS


Prayers for Transition Ministry 

Church open in the weeks before Christmas 

From our meeting with Presbytery on Monday night the following way ahead was agreed. Please pray for 
those involved in all the conversations between neighbouring congregations and with Presbytery. 

Meadowbank folks will: 

               Identify things to celebrate from their journey over the transition ministry 

               Think and pray about the shape of leadership needed beyond the transition ministry 

               Recognise what has been is not what will be 

               Recognise no groups will knowingly be left behind  

Presbytery will: 

               Strive to give more clarity to Meadowbank over what might be possible in the future 

               Work with Meadowbank to help discern what comes next 

Both will: 

               Meet again in the next couple of months to continue the discussion 

Christmas Tree Festivals have become a 

popular way of churches opening up to 

the public over the past 10 years.                      

The biggest event in the UK is at                            

St Mary’s Church, in Melton Mowbray, 

where thousands come to see the               

dazzling display of decorated trees. 

A record 1,500 trees were on show in 

2018 and were provided by 220 different         

organisations, businesses and individuals. 

Get in touch 

with Russell if 

you would like 

to be involved 

We will need help with decorating each of the trees on 
these themes of ‘wonder’, ‘joy’, ‘love’ and ‘hope’. 
People might have ideas, too, for a prayer which we offer 
visitors at each of the trees. 
As last year, we will also have our tree on the outside of the 
church to give a welcome and cheer to passers-by.  

O star of wonder,                

star of night, 

Star with                                   

royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading,                          

still proceeding, 

Guide us to                                  

thy perfect Light.  

We are looking to have              
4 trees inside the church 
and each will be a       
‘prayer point’ for visitors.                  
Each tree will have a star  
 a Star of Wonder 
 a Star of Joy 
 a Star of Love 
 a Star of Hope 


